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OPTIC NERVE: THE OVERSEERS OF B5’s ALIENS 


ptic Nerve is in charge of creating and 

applying the prosthetic makeup for 
actors on BABYLON 5. Founded by John 
Vulich and Everett Burrell, Optic Nerve 
took over the responsibility of doing the 
special makeup effects from 
Criswell Productions, the group that 
created the aliens for the B5 pilot, 
“The Gathering”. Optic Nerve’s expe- 
rience has also included work for 
the motion pictures Batman 
Returns, Fantastic Four, Glory, and 
the Power Rangers movie. They are 
also currently providing effects for 
Hypernauts. Optic Nerve has taken 
home an Emmy Award for their spe- 
cial effects makeup that they did on 
the first season BABYLON 5 
episode “The Parliament Of 
Dreams”. 

Kyle Renouf, Production 
Coordinator, described the following 
process of how a new alien is creat- 
ed. “We receive an episode script, 
and at that point we determine 
what aliens are involved. We then 
go to a production meeting and we 
meet with the director. We deter- 
mine what background masks will be 
used, and what background aliens the 
director wants in each and every scene. 

“I am given a schedule of when they are 
planning on shooting, and on what days, 
and then prepare it by scene. If we have a 
new character that is found in the script 
then we will sit down with the concept 
artist at BABYLON 5. We have our own 
artist that will work on his renditions. We 
will then do a maquette, a small three 
dimensional sculpture. Once we get the 
approval we will do a full size make-up on 
the actor. 

“From there, generally on a show like 
BABYLON 5, we have a little more then 
three, at most five, working days to get 
the sculpture done. That allows time for 
the molding. 

“Once the scuipture is finished and 
approved we'll mold it. After the mold is 
done we will run it through foam latex. 
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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


Then the mask is ready to be painted. 
“Approval is gotten again once we get to 
the final part of the painting. Some of the 
time they want to change the coloring, or 
there will be a concept of something that 


Optic Nerve’s Studio 


John Weaton, designer (far left), Kyle Renouf, production coordinator 
(far right), and some of Optic Nerve’s special effects artists surround 
their in-house mentor. 


looks really bad on film. We'll go do tests, 
and we'll kind of modify the painting. 

“Because BABYLON 5 shoots so quickly 
there really isn’t a whole lot of time to 
work. At most, from start to finish, you 
are looking at three weeks - from the time 
something is brand new to the time it 
actually is being photographed on film. At 
times we've done it in the course of a 
week. We'll have people work around the 
clock continuing on the sculpture. So 
sometimes its not just one artist, we'll 
have an artist come in that does the 
majority of it, and somebody that comes in 
and does the final touches. 

“We do the same thing with the mold - 
we work the mold around the clock. We 
can get something done in as quick as a 
week, but that requires a lot of work. 
Most of the time we have the script three 
to four weeks in advance. 

“The hardest part is actually getting the 
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producer to do the casting of who they 
are going to have to play that part. That 
makes a big difference, obviously, who we 
will sculpt this on and where the appliance 
iS going to go.” 

Kyle took us for a tour through 
Optic Nerve’s design studio. He 
introduced us to designer John 
Weaton, who is primarily responsi- 
ble for coming up with new cre- 
ations. The walls of John’s office 
were covered with pencil sketches 
of aliens, some from BABYLON 5, 
some looking like creatures from 
the old EC comic books. John 
explained that most of the main 
characters haven’t changed much 
from the first season, but he has 
been busy recently with the addi- 
tion of a few new characters, like 
the Brakiri and the Hyach. 

Kyle next showed us the produc- 
tion studio. Dr. Doom, square pigs 
and evil-looking creatures lurked 
from the storage areas around the 
building. The bio-mechanical purifi- 
cation drone from “Infection”, a ver- 
sion of na’grath and Kosh resided 
in the work area. Optic Nerve’s facility has 
the capability to mold, vacuform, lathe, 
mill and weld aliens of any race and form. 

Optic Nerve’s makeup studio resides in 
a trailer in the back lot of Babylonian 
Productions. Greg Funk, Key-Special 
Effects Makeup Artist, explained that most 
aliens use either of two versions of masks; 
one that is a full mask, and the other that 
is usually created in two pieces. Actors 
who play background aliens simply slip a 
complete foam mask over their head, with 
the area around their eyes colored to 
match their mask. These type of masks do 
not allow the actor to be expressive. 
Aliens who have speaking or close-up 
parts generally have a two-piece mask 
applied to their head. A cowl, which cov- 
ers most of the head and neck, is first 
pulled on. The appliance, which covers the 
face, is then glued on. Appliances do not 
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THE PROS & CONS OF B5 & CONS 


Fener to debate of fan-run versus commer- 
cial conventions, | am a British fan who 
would like to add my voice of experience, as well 
as addressing some interesting points made by 
Ms Jeannette Simpson. Like Ms Simpson, | 
never had been to a convention in my life prior 
to Babcom 'S5. It doesn't bother me that 
Stargazer is a commercial enterprise. | don’t 
feel exploited, and | enjoy their events. If any- 
thing, it is the biggest financial gain, since they 
get paid handsome fees for making public 
appearances, yet no one accuses them of being 
“money-grabbing monsters”. 

| was witness to Jerry's (Doyle) public state- 
ment about the picketer outside the Colston Hall 
in Bristol. | share his anger and low opinion of 
such idiots, as just one month earlier, | became 
aware of disquieting rumours of cancellation of 
Jerry's convention appearances in the British 
Isles. For clarification, | rang up Stargazer and 
they assured me the events were going ahead 


as planned. In addition, a personal telephone 
call from Jerry Doyle confirming his attendance 
at both Dublin and Bristol greatly eased my 
mind, since | am more inclined to believe the 
word of the man himself above someone who 
obviously has an axe to grind. 

| fully understand that, as a fan, attending 
conventions is going to cost me money. | have 
to pay for my tickets, and if the event is outside 
of my home city of London, | have to pay for 
transport and hotel accommodation. Then at 
the event itself, I'll browse around the dealer's 
room, spending more money, plus | have to feed 
myself - it all mounts up to an expensive week- 
end, and |, like Ms. Simpson, am in a precari- 
ous financial situation. | left University as a 
mature student two years in June, and | am still 
seeking permanent employment. | have had to 
get by on the uncertainty of temporary con- 
tracts, and since | haven't had a proper holiday 
in three years, | saw the conventions as the 


nearest thing to a break as my situation would 
allow. So, having spent a lot of money in prepa- 
ration for Jerry's 1995 visit, in addition to run- 
ning a fan club for him, on my own, and which 
occupies a huge amount of my time and effort - 
in emotional, physical and financial terms, imag- 
ine my upset at some selfish brat frightening 
me out of my wits with a scare story that 
Jerry's not coming. 

| was horrified by the way Jerry's good name 
was being abused to substantiate rumours. 
Having met Jerry privately, | know him to be of 
honest character with a high standard of ethics 
and professionalism. If, imagine a worse case 
scenario, such scare stories were to escalate 
and bounce back unfavorably onto him, then, 
theoretically, Mr. Doyle would be justified in issu- 
ing the responsible party with a writ for slander. 
(However, slander, libel and defamation of char- 
acter are fought with difficulties, and in Britain, 
there is no legal aid for such cases.) 

My point is that the picketer at Bristol claims 


continued on page 4 


UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Following are conventions that will be featuring 
BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that guest 
changes may occur due to last minute problems - 
unless a guest is confirmed to attend they may not 
have a commitment to appear! Send get a quick 
response to any inquiries send an SASE. * 


I-CON 15, April 12-14, SUNY at Stony Brook, 
Stony Brook, NY. Bill Mumy is scheduled to appear. 
Contact: L-CON 15, PO. Box 550, Stony Brook, NY 
11790-0550; 516/632-6045. 


Phoenix I, April 12-14, Portland Marriott Hotel, 
Portland, ME. Michael O'Hare and Adam (Mojo) 
Lebowitz are scheduled to appear. Contact: Phoenix 
Productions, 18 Center Street, #7, Biddeford, ME 
04005; 207/284-5371. 


Syndi-Con, April 12-14, Cathedral Hill Hotel, San 
Francisco, CA. Stephen Furst is confirmed to 
appear. NOTE: Claudia Christian will not be attend- 
ing. Contact: Syndi-Con, PO. Box 77347, San 
Francisco, CA 94107; 510/888-2414; syndi- 
con@aol.com . 

Star Fest ’96, April 19-21, Holiday Inn DIA Trade 
Center, Aurora, CO. Jerry Doyle is confirmed to 
appear. Contact: Starland, 8400 E. Iliff, Denver, CO 
80239; 800/733-8735, 303/671-8735; 
http: //www.dash.com/netro/sho/starland.htm! ; 
starland@starland.com. 

Marcon 31, May 3-5, Hyatt Regency 
Columbus/Greater Columbus Convention Center, 
Columbus, OH. Patricia Tallman is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: 614/475-8181; 
marcon@infinet.com ; 

http; / /www. infinet.com/~marcon 


Parliament of Dreams, May 3-5, Radisson Hotel, 
Brisbane Australia. Jerry Doyle is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: Parliament of Dreams, PO. Box 
492, Corinda, Queensland 4075, Australia; 

07 3266-4040. 

LepreCon 22, May 17-19, Francisco Grande 
Resort, Casa Grande, AZ. Adam “Mojo” Lebowitz is 
scheduled to appear. Contact: LepreCon 22, PO 
Box 26665, Tempe Arizona 85285; 602/945- 
6890; jpatton@primenet.com, mwillmoth@bix.com 


SciFi Dreamin’, May 24-26, Lycoming College, 
Williamsport, PA. Michael O'Hare is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: SciFi Dreamin’, 1738 E. Third 
Street, Williamsport, PA 17701; 
scifidream@aol.com. 


Wolf 359/The Encounter, June 7-10, Norbreck 
Castle Hotel, Blackpool. J. Michael Straczynski, 
Bruce Boxleitner, Michael O'Hare, Stephen Furst, Bill 
Mumy, and Ron Thornton have been invited. Contact: 
Wolf 359/The Encounter, 37 Branksome Road, 
Southend-on-sea, Essex, SS2 4HG, England. 


Chicago Comicon, June 21-23, Rosemont 
Convention Center, Rosemont, IL. J. Michael 
Straczynski is scheduled to appear. Contact: The 
Chicago Comicon, 6830 Camden Road, Downers 
Grove, IL 60513; 708/852-2514; 
sysrich@uchimvs1 .uchicago.edu ; 
74667.2260@compuserve.com . 


Babcom ’96, June 22-23, Le Palais, 
Hammersmith, London. Guests are to include Jerry 
Doyle, Andrea Thompson, Claudia Christian, Peter 
Jurasik, Richard Biggs, Mira Furlan, and Jason 
Carter. Contact: Stargazer Productions International 
Ltd., 4 Aspenwood House, Ipsley Street, Redditch, 
898 7AR, England; 0891-51 7037. 


RebelCon, July 5-7, Taunton, MA. Michael O'Hare, 
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Richard Biggs and Mojo are scheduled to appear. 
Contact: World’s End Productions, 10 Rankin 
Street, Worchester, MA 01605. 


Shore Leave 18, July 12-14, Hunt Valley Marriott 
Inn, Hunt Valley, MD. Richard Biggs, Peter David, 
Tim DeHaas are confirmed to appear. Contact: 
Shore Leave 18, PO. Box 6809, Townson, MD 
21285-6809; 410/821-5563. 


Fantasticon, August 2-4, Los Angeles Airport and 
Hilton Towers, Los Angeles, CA. Bruce Boxleitner, 
Peter Jurasik, and Walter Koenig are scheduled to 
appear. Contact: Fantasticon, RO. Box 821673, 
South Florida, FL 33082-1673. 


Toronto Trek 10, August 2-4, Regal Constellation 
Hotel, Toronto, Quebec, CN. Jerry Doyle is sched- 
uled to appear. Contact: skyracer@ix.netcom.com; 
t.shell1 @genie.com. 


Concorde ’96, August 23-26, Radisson Edwardian 
Hotel, Heathrow, England. Patricia Tallman is 
scheduled to appear. Contact: Concorde '96, 138 
Crosslands, Stantonbury, Milton Keynes, MK14 
6DF, England. 

Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard 
Biggs is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising Star 
Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, VA 
24153; 703/389-9400. 
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OP TI C NE R VE continued from p. 1 


cover the actor’s mouth, and don’t always 
cover their nose. The two pieces are then 
blended together using makeup brushes 
and an airbrush for detail. Depending on 
the type of alien, this type of procedure 
usually takes about 1 1⁄2 hours to com- 
plete. 

All major actors, and some minor 
actors who have reoccurring alien roles, 
have head casts created so that their 
appliance portion of the mask can be pro- 
duced to consistently look the same each 
time. This type of mask may, or may not, 
use a preformed nose. An appliance which 
uses the actor's real nose gives the actor 
more of an individual character, something 
which would occur naturally. 

In some cases, such as with the 
Pak’Ma’ra, a simple pull-over mask is cre- 
ated, as well as a mechanical head-piece 


Makeup artist Mark Garbarino blends actor Bill 
Blair’s appliance to the cowl portion of his mask. 


which contains servos to control facial 
expressions in close-up shots. 

We had the opportunity to sit with Mira 
Furlan during one of her makeup ses- 
sions. The day we sat with her she was 
allowed to sleep-in, she arrived at the trail- 
er at 11:00 am. If everything went well 
her scene was only going to take 15 min- 
utes to shoot. If she had a full day planned 
she would have arrived at the studio 5:00 
in the morning to start her makeup 
process. 

Fionagh Cush, who is the makeup artist 
assigned to Mira and Bill Mumy, started 
the transformation by 11:00, first blow- 
drying and then placing Mira’s hair in 
curlers. The Delenn forehead prosthetic, 
which covers Mira’s eyebrows, as well as 
her nose, is then glued on. By 11:50 
Fionagh had started applying makeup to 
blend this piece into Mira’s true face color. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH A PAK’MA’RA 


Ges Brown is one of the SAG 
actors who are used to play the back- 
ground aliens on BABYLON 5. Donovan 
was in-between shooting scenes as a 
Pak’Ma’ra when we had the chance to 
speak to him about his experience with 
the series. * 

The Centaurian Sentinel: You had men- 
tioned you played every alien that set foot 
on the Babylon 5 station. 

Donovan Brown: Just about, there are a 
few exceptions. The Centauri | don’t quite 
have the hair for. There’s the odd alien 
that | haven't done (i.e. Soul Hunter, 
Dilgar). I've been with the show for the 
whole run, most of the common aliens 
definitively. 

CS: What character do you play most of 
the time? 

DB: | play the Pak'Ma'ra an awful lot. | do 
a lot of Narns, a lot of Drazis. 

CS: What is your most favorite alien that 
you have played? 

DB: | really enjoy the Pak’Ma'ra. 

CS: A few of the Pak’Ma’ra masks use 
servos. 

DB: Yes, there are different heads 
depending on what the Pak’Marra is doing. 
Some of the heads move, some of them 
don't. 

CS: Do you get to wear those types of 
heads? 

DB: | wear those heads constantly. A lot 
of the heads are built to spec on me. 

CS: This mask looks quite heavy (pointing 
at Donovan's Pak’Ma’ra mask), even 
though it is made out of foam. It looks like 


it is one of the biggest head pieces that 
has been designed for BABYLON 5. 

CS: They are pretty large. | would say 
that the mechanical Pak'Ma’ra with the 
most servos in it weighs 8 to 10 pounds. 
CS: You have to have shoulders built for 
that! Actually, the way it appears the 
Pak’Ma'ra’s shoulders come up right 
beneath the ears so the head rests right 
on the shoulders. The Pak’Ma’ra head- 
piece is basically a pull-over mask, have 
you played any roles that were more time 
consuming to get made-up for? 

DB: Yes, definitively. The Pak’Ma'ra is just 
five minutes on and off. The typical Narn 
head, or Drazi head. . . we are talking 2 
to 2 1⁄2 hours in makeup, and then anoth- 
er 1⁄2 hour at the end of the day to take it 
off. 

CS: | see that there are a few new aliens 
wandering around on the sets. Are you 
going to be doing any of them? 

DB: Yes, as they come about. As a mat- 
ter of fact, just yesterday | did a new alien. 
CS: Do you have preference for parts 
since you have been with the series the 
longest? 

DB: They tend to call for me first. I've 
worked with Optic Nerve for quite a long 
time. They have my head cast, and a lot of 
designs have been custom built to me. So 
it simply makes sense to use me on the 
episodes. 

CS: As far as interaction goes with the 
other characters, have you had any speak- 
ing parts? 

DB: Oddly enough as the Pak’Ma'ra. The 


Actor Donovan Brown poses as his favorite 
BABYLON 5 alien — the Pak’Ma’ra. 


Pak’Ma'ra don't really speak that much. | 
think they only made themselves heard 
twice. They talk through a really bulky 
translator, not exactly hand-held, that 
looks like an old-fashioned microphone. 
CS: Have you worked on any other shows 
other then BABYLON 5? 
DB: Just a few. | contain most of my 
work here. On and off. . . a few Disney 
things, and some other science fiction 
things. Most of my work has been here 
for the last three years, they keep me 
very busy. * 

Michael Zmuda 
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Burbank Hilton, Burbank, CA. 
Nov. 24 - 26 1995 

Guests: J. Michael Straczynski, 
Harlan Ellison, Jeff Conaway 


oe, month, another con. Man, do | 
need to buy myself a life or what? 
Since l'm late in writing this, the holidays 
are over, and | hope everyone got their 
Micro Machines or 
whatever they had on 
their holiday gift list. | 
got a really cool chest 
protector so | won't get 
my arms and chest 
bruised anymore by the 
puck in hockey, and l'm 
very excited about that. 
I'm digressing. Enough 
of the festive holiday 
season, let's get back 
to the con report. Los 
Con, or as it is sometimes referred to as 
Lost Cause Con, was held over 
Thanksgiving weekend. Los Con is mainly a 
literary convention that always sounded 
rather strange to me. Why spend $30 
and hotel costs just to sit around and read 
books? This convention has been around a 
long time, so you have a group of people 
all hanging around saying “I've been going 
to cons for 29 years now.” However, this 
was the con oh so long ago now, launched 
Babylon 5 and so this was the reason | 
was there. Saturday was spent in Con 
Purgatory. That's when you've arrive at a 
con a day too early for the guest you want 
to see so you have nothing to do but sit 
around and count and categorize the odd- 
balls. Saturday's categories were: Class G 
Stars (21); Freaks of Nature (16); 
Disfunctionals (4); Androgynous (3); 
Canines (0). 

Sunday, the Pope arrived. Hundred’s 
queued up to steal a glance at his 
Eminence and maybe touch the hem of his 
garments. The Pontiff was flanked by an 
Arch Bishop of the Church of the 
Babylonian Five, the previously unan- 
nounced Harlan Ellison. It was 1:00 p.m., 
and a collective hush fell over the crowd 
as the lights were dimmed. A video of col- 
lected clips depicting the saints [i.e.: 
actors) set to music was shown. The 
lights were brought up, and his Royal 
Highness, the man that surely God must 
have created in his own image, and | don't 
mean Jesus Christ, took the stage. JMS 
was about to speak. 

Okay, so maybe the last paragraph 
was a little over zealous about Mr. 


Straczynski’s popularity. However, this was 
a con of about 400 people and they were 
all in the main ballroom hanging on every 
word JMS and Harlan Ellison had to say. 
The President of the U.S.A. probably does- 
nt have as many fans so devoted to him. 
Mr. Straczynski began his sermon on the 
stage by bringing those who were new to 
the fold up to speed on how he had spent 
years pitching BABYLON 5 to the net- 
works. Then he showed the 30 second 
computer clips he was using to try to sell 


the show. WOW, how cheesy! If the BS 
station had remained the same as in that 
clip, we'd all be doing something else with 
our lives right now. After that clip, JMS 
showed an episode that had yet to be 
shown, “Passing Through Gethseman”. 
When the lights had been brought up, Jeff 
Conaway had joined Mr. Ellison and Mr. 
Straczynski. Harlan asked Jeff if he had 
gotten it on with Olivia Newton-John while 
on the set of Grease. No, he said, but he 
did marry her sister. It was pretty obvious 
this was Jeff's first or second experience 
with sci-fi con slugs as that he looked 
extremely uncomfortable. All Jeff really 
had to say was how great Mr. Straczynski 
was (i.e. sucking up to the boss). Harlan 
then stole the stage away from both JMS 
and Jeff to tell a little story about an 
upcoming episode. Harlan is going to play 
the part of the computer's artificial intelli- 
gence programming. He will be doing the 
voice overs. Some kind of tragedy is going 
to befall the computer, and Garibaldi and 
Ivanova will have to bring the computer 
back up from a cold start. (Hey didn’t we 
see this in Jurassic Park? Never mind.) 
This causes the computer to go into a 
default mode that uses a more human 
style of interfacing with the user. In other 
words, the computer now sounds and 
talks like Joe Pesci from Goodfellas. 
Harlan, being a writer himself, also want- 
ed to take a few liberties with his lines. It 
seems like this just isn’t done to a 
Straczynski script, but Harlan did prevail 
and get the line in question changed. He 
now gets to make a little reference to 
2001: A Space Odyssey which if the fan is 


in the know, they'll get the joke. 

The group took stupid and pointless 
questions from the fans, which Harlan 
handled with the greatest flair I've ever 
seen. When the panel was asked “What 
happened to Sinclair?”, Harlan practically 
came unhinged saying something like peo- 
ple die! Roll this around in your heads for a 
while. There are 300 of you in this room 
right now. By tomorrow, 6 of you could be 
dead! You knew Capt. Kirk wouldn't die. 
This show, you don’t know. Your favorite 
character could be dead 
next week! Another hush 
fell over the crowd. 
When the con staffer 
came in and said they 
could have another 10 
minutes of question and 
answers, Harlan replied, 
“Imagine our joy,” drip- 
ping with sarcasm. 
Harlan Ellison moved up 
50 points in my book just 
because he could school 
fans with a few well-chosen words. 

One brief bit of social etiquette | would 
like to pass on before | close out my con 
report. If | you should find yourself in the 
john with a celeb from your favorite show, 
it probably isn’t a good time to ask for an 
autograph. | guess | should explain. | 
heard this second hand, since | don't fre- 
quent the men’s room, but this actually 
happened at Los Con to Jeff Conaway. 
Besides, how's he going to hold a pen? 
Common sense should be handed out with 
badges at cons. Also, it was mentioned 
during the panel that Jerry Doyle had bro- 
ken his arm during filming that week. This 
was also written about in the Orange 
County Register and probably countless 
posts on the net. Since | don’t have a 
license to drive the information highway, | 
thought | would pass the info on. Everyone 
keep “mend quickly” thoughts in your 
hearts for Jerry. 

As | sat among the fans waiting for the 
panel to start, | wondered out loud l'm 
sure, why was | there. It wasn't like JMS 
was going to hand out a synopsis of the 
next 3 years of the show to everyone. 
There wasn't going to be anything men- 
tioned | couldn't find out second hand from 
my friends on the net. As the first video 
rolled, with it's scenes from the show set 
to B5 music, | knew why. You miss all the 
really cool visuals if you do nothing but 
hang out on the net. That's really a com- 
mentary on life as well. I'm Pam, there is 
a bit of philosophy and that’s your con 
report. See ya in 1996. * 


©1996 Yul Tolbert 


Pam Buck, AKA B-D Banzai 
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(During the process Mira occupied her 
time reading an issue of Vogue and talked 
about her cat named Oogie.) By 12:45 
her curlers were taken off. Mira and 
Fionagh then took time out for a lunch 
break. 

When they had returned Fionagh 
attached the bony head-piece, adding 
an additional 20 minutes to the ses- 
sion. The ends of the crest had to be 
blended into her face. The current 
piece seemed to blend into her skin a 
bit more gradual then the first pieces 
Mira wore after her chrysalis trans- 
formation. To make the area where 
the bone covered her hair look natural 
pieces of real hair had to be attached. 

According to Fionagh the entire 
process could not be shortened and 
took 2 1⁄2 hours each time. In con- 


trast, Bill’s “eggplant” only takes two hours 


to apply since less blending is involved, 
this includes adding his ears. Bill's foam 
head piece is molded from a head cast 
that was taken of him. Most prosthetic 
pieces, such as Mira’s forehead piece and 
Bills ears, are discarded after each use 
since they are really thin and do not hold- 
up for reapplication. The head pieces will 
usually get several uses before being 
destroyed. 

Will Huff, another Optic Nerve artist, 
was putting on Andreas Katsulas’ G'Kar 
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he is a rival “B5 fan”, involved in organising a 
rival fan-run convention, and yet he treats me, 


as a fellow fan, with extreme contempt, has the 


arrogance to misuse Jerry's good name in my 
presence and risks giving all B5 fans a bad rep- 
utation. Stargazer don’t do this. Yes, they are 
making money, but as long as they treat me 
with respect and have the ethics enough not to 


go around slandering other groups, that doesn’t 


matter to me. Like Mark Marmor, | have very 
good relations with them through running my 
club for Jerry, and they have treated me with 
respect and courtesy. In fact, | feels it is 
because they are a responsible commercial 


enterprise that they understand the importance 


of maintaining good relations with three impor- 
tant groups essential to making any event a 
success - i.e.: the fans, the dealers and the 
guests. They won't announce a guest until a 
deal has been sealed and a contract signed, 
and thus this leads me to pick up on Ms 
Simpson's comment about last year’s WOLF 
359 convention when she says some of the 
guests for the next convention had been con- 
firmed. | had a confrontation with a representa- 
tive of theirs who gave me the strong impres- 


makeup in the seat next to Mira. 
According to Will Andreas originally had 
more of a pull-over mask which limited 
G'Kar’s facial expressions. Now he uses a 
cowl and an appliance. Andreas’ cowl was 


A closet full of background alien masks. 


molded to his actual head size, with the 
appliance molded from a cast of his face. 
His mask takes the least amount of time 
of all aliens to apply since the prepainted 
parts are just blended together. Trying to 
blend a foam piece into real skin is the 
time consuming part. 

In addition, his red contacts were 
decreased in size so that some of the 


white part of his eyes would show, allow- 


ing them to become expressive, too. 
(Optic Nerve uses a makeup artist who is 
dedicated to placing contacts lenses on 


sion that Jerry was coming to their next conven- 
tion. This was at a stage when an invitation only 
had been extended and nothing else. No deal 
had been struck, no appearance fee had been 
agreed upon, and no contract had been signed. 
It now transpires that Jerry has turned this 
group down. WOLF 359 should not announce 
guests until a contract has been signed, and 
once again, as someone solely responsible for 
running Jerry's fan club, | do not like the way 
that his name is being misrepresented in this 
way. 

Mr. Marmor's grievances about changes 
being made after deals were agreed to is not 
just inconvenience - it is a serious breach of 
contract, with legal implications. Further more, 
for a hotel to be double booked and so many 
attendees that the venue wasn't big enough to 
accommodate them (as had happened at last 
September's WOLF 359 con) is also alarming, 
as this goes against health and safety regula- 
tions. if ever there was a disaster that resulted 
in attendees being killed or seriously injured, 
then it is the hotel proprietors and the conven- 
tion organisers who would be sued for negli- 
gence. The point | want to emphasise here is a 
convention that is fan-run/charity/not-for-profit, 
doesn't make it above the law of the land for 


actors when needed.) 

Sitting in the Optic Nerve trailer on a 
stand was Peter Jurasic’s Londo head 
piece. In the pilot Peter’s head was actual- 
ly shaved and the hair piece was added. 
Since then the hair piece is attached 
over a bald-head covering. In the 
case of Vir, Stephen Furst does not 
use Optic Nerve’s assistance, since 
his hair piece is just blended into his 
natural hair. * 


e asked J. Michael 
Straczynski if he ever has 
input into the creation of aliens on 
BABYLON 5: 
d "The answer to the question ‘do 
you get involved in “X” will always be 
answered ‘yes.’ | get involved in 
everything.” 

All design work comes to his desk 
where he has the opportunity to 
make revisions on designs if needed. 
Though he admits that his drawing skills 
are much to be desired — he leaves that 
up to the professionals - Joe is success- 
ful in communicating his ideas to the oth- 
ers involved. He was very happy about 
how one of his more recent concepts was 
realized. “There is an alien symbology- 
icon-representational-structure which 
appears in “Voices of Authority - that one 
| designed.” * 

Michael Zmuda 


any reason, and it doesn’t give anyone the right 
to spread smears around about a rival commer- 
cial company to scare people off from going to 
their event. 

As for Stargazer’s choices of London as a 
venue for Babcom '96, | couldn't think of a bet- 
ter place to have such a special event with 
seven of the stars from B5 being present. [I 
admit my bias; London is my home city.) | am 
faced with the same travel problems as Ms 
Simpson, since | am going to WOLF 359, but 
Blackpool is so far away from London, that it 
involves a expensive train journey of four hours 
at least. 

| consider myself intelligent enough to differ- 
entiate between opinion and slander, and 
between someone supplying me with informa- 
tion in good faith and someone exploiting me for 
the benefit of their own greedy politics. Because 
BABYLON 5 is something | care about and want 
to enjoy, | will try and support as many conven- 
tions as | can, irrespective of who is organising 
them. However, | freely confess (and for obvious 
reasons) my bias will lean towards any conven- 
tion that Jerry is appearing at. * 


Caroline Griffin 


Garibaldis Security Squad 
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In The Shadow Of Z’Ha’Dum (#217) 


s more and more Narn refugees pour into the station, Zack 
llan lets Michael Garibaldi know that the situation is getting 

out of hand, and asks him to speak to the Captain about it. In the 
Zocalo, Morden awaits Londo. Instead, Vir arrives, explaining 
that the ambassador was recalled to Centauri Prime. Morden 
senses Vir's hostility, despite all the things Morden and his ‘asso- 
ciates’ have done for the Centauri in their war against the Narn. 
He poses the question, "What do you want?" to the attache. Vir 
replies that he would like to see Morden beheaded as a warning 
to others who will do anything to gain power. Morden passes him 
the information Londo requested, and Vir mocks him as he 
leaves. 

Garibaldi enters John Sheridan's office, and explains the Narn 
situation to him. Sheridan is going through some personal 
effects belonging to his wife Anna, who was killed when her sci- 
ence vessel, the Icarus exploded on the outer rim. Sheridan 
explains that the files contain information on the Icarus’ mission, 
along with crew information. Garibaldi browses through the files, 
then stops suddenly. He points out a member of the crew, and 
claims to have seen him. Sheridan explains that everyone aboard 
the Icarus died along with Anna, but Garibaldi is certain as he 
points out the smiling face of Morden. The security chief checks 
out the station log, which state that Morden arrived on the sta- 
tion two days before, and that he is still on board. Stunned, 
Sheridan orders that he be found, and authorizes security to use 
whatever means necessary. 

Talia Winters entertains a visitor. He introduces himself as 
Pierce Macabee, Regional Director of the newly-formed Ministry 
of Peace, or "MiniPax". He explains that he is here to promote 
several new programs designed to help the Earth Alliance. He 
invites Talia to attend the meetings, which are being held for offi- 
cial personnel exclusively, and she accepts. 

Susan lvanova finds Stephen Franklin drowsing at his console 
in Medlab. She tells him that he has not slept in over 36 hours. 
Franklin protests that he has work to do, but she nonetheless 
relieves him from duty until the next morning, so that he can get 
adequate rest. She pledges to join him for breakfast. Reluctantly, 
Dr. Franklin complies. 

At a passenger checkpoint, Morden is intercepted by Zack. 
After a brief confrontation, Morden surrenders without resis- 
tance. In the holding cell, he asks Sheridan why he is being held 
without charges. First, Sheridan shows him a photograph of his 
wife, then replays a vid detailing the Icarus destruction. 
Surprised, Morden explains that he must have been working out- 
side the ship when it exploded, and that he was rescued by a 
passing transport. He claims to have no memory of the incident, 
and that Earth Central must have lost his response. Sheridan 
accuses him of lying, and refuses to release him. Morden 
protests, but Sheridan explains that because Earth Central 
believes him to be dead, he can hold him for as long as possible. 
“If necessary, you will sit here the next hour, the next day, the 
next week, the next month, the next year, the next 500 years! 
But you will not leave here until | know the truth.” 

Ivanova and Franklin meet for breakfast. He confesses that he 
was troubled by dreams he has had of patients he has lost. “Do 
you believe in God?”, Franklin asks Susan. He explains his beliefs 
as a Foundationist, who conclude that God cannot be explained 
by mere words. When he loses a patient, he claims to see God 


Captain John Sheridan interrogates Morden after finding out that he the only 
known survivor of the fateful expedition party that was on its way to 
Z’Ha’Dum. Is it possible that his wife, Anna, might also be a survivor? 


reflected in their final glance. This troubles him, for he has seen 
too many reflected gods recently, and finds it difficult to believe in 
them anymore. 

Sheridan continues his relentless interrogation of Morden. The 
prisoner, though clearly irritated, continually claims not to 
remember what happened to the Icarus. Though several incon- 
sistencies show up, his story cannot be directly refuted. 

Numerous crew members are assembled as Pierce Macabee 
begins his meeting. Explaining that while Earth has recovered 
well from the costly Minbari War and can defend itself from 
threats without, there still remains the threat from within. 
Therefore, the Ministry of Peace has created "The Nightwatch", 
an official program designed to promote peace. Endorsed by 
Earthdome, members will receive a 50-credit bonus for ‘services 
rendered’. When asked about the services, Macabee defines 
them as pointing out disgruntled people who cause dissent, so 
that they can help them become peaceful, productive members 
of society. “Peace can be made or broken by a gun, a word, an 
idea, even a thought. We must help protect society from its own 
worst instincts, and we will help ensure a better future for every- 
one.” 

Sheridan comes into Garibaldi’s office, and is confident that he 
will break Morden. Garibaldi protests that he cannot continue to 
hold Morden without charges. The two officers argue about regu- 
lations, until Sheridan accuses him of insubordination. Garibaldi 
offers to follow Morden around when he is released, but 
Sheridan is adamant. Finally, Garibaldi pledges to resign immedi- 
ately if he does not relent. The Captain looks away, and without a 
word, Garibaldi removes his link and sidearm and leaves the 
office. 

Zack reports to Sheridan, who puts him in charge of Morden 
during Garibaldi’s ‘absence’. As he leaves, he orders Zack to 
bring Talia to Security. In his office, Vir requests that Morden be 
released immediately. Initially shocked, Sheridan declines to do 
so, despite Ambassador Mollari’s extension of diplomatic immuni- 
ty. Sheridan explains that Morden is being held in ‘protective cus- 
tody’ and bids him goodbye. In the corridor, Ivanova tries to rea- 
son with him, but to no avail. Sheridan is determined to find out if 
his wife is alive or dead, and whether Morden is somehow 
responsible. 

Talia declines to help Sheridan, stating that to do so would 
directly violate Psi Corps policy. Sheridan excuses her for a 
moment, then instructs Zack to escort her back to quarters, 


and at the same time move Morden to a new holding cell. Zack 
surmises that will cause Ms. Winters and Morden to pass each 
other, a fact that Sheridan is completely aware of. 

In the corridor, Talia and Morden make contact. Morden’s face 
darkens, as she screams in terror and collapses, as he is taken 
away. Later in Medlab, Talia tries to describe the intense sensa- 
tion of coldness as she approached him. She also claims to have 
seen something that she can’t explain. Sheridan arrives, and just 
as he begins speaking, Talia slaps him hard and storms out. 
Franklin tries to convince Sheridan that he is going over the edge 
on this issue. He understands Sheridan's motivations and offers 
to help. Sheridan nods and walks outside, where he is met by 
Delenn and Kosh. The Minbari ambassador urges him to release 
Morden immediately. Angrily, Sheridan refuses until he gets his 
answers. The Vorlon ambassador nods to Delenn, and she then 
offers to give Sheridan the answers he seeks, along with a warn- 
ing. "Come, Captain. The greatest nightmare of our time is wait- 
ing for you.” 

Delenn explains to Sheridan about the First Ones, great alien 
races who once roamed the universe freely, creating great 
empires, and exploring the galaxy. Over the course of last million 
years, the First Ones began to disappear. A few stayed behind, 
waiting for the Shadows to come again. The Shadows are the 
most ancient of races, and fought with the First Ones over mil- 
lions of years. The last war with the Shadows was 10,000 years 
ago. Only a thousand years ago, the Shadows began to move 
again, but were defeated by an alliance of worlds which included 
the Minbari. It was the last time the First Ones walked openly 
among the stars, except for one. 

Sheridan asks where the remaining First Ones could be found. 
Delenn looks to Kosh, who looks over to the stunned Captain. 
Delenn explains that that is the reason why the Vorlon is dis- 
guised by an encounter suit, for he would be recognized. 
Sheridan wonders who would recognize him. "Everyone," Kosh 
replies. She explains that since that time, the Vorlons have stood 
alone, waiting for the moment when they would be needed. A 
year ago Delenn had asked Kosh a question, “Have the Shadows 
returned to Z’Ha’Dum?” Kosh’s answer was, “Yes.” Sheridan 
remembers that Z’'Ha’Dum was the place that G'Kar had warned 
them about all year. 

"Sheridan, learn," says Kosh as his ‘eye’ opens, bathing the 
Captain's face in a green light. Sheridan sees the Icarus 
approach Z’Ha’Dum, and that upon landing, the crew began to 
explore the ruins. As several of the crew entered a cave, they 
encountered a terrifying creature that they had awakened. 


Delenn explains that once the Shadows were awakened, they 
could not allow the Icarus to leave, and that those who refused 
to help them were killed. Sheridan holds out the hope that per- 
haps his wife is still alive, and that Morden may be the key. She 
implores him again to release Morden, before the Shadows real- 
ize that they have been discovered. “We will have one chance to 
stop them, and if we fail, billions will die!” Delenn urges him to 
put aside his passion to avenge his wife for the sake of others. 

In Security, Sheridan silently observes Morden, who appears to 
be meditating. He talks with Zack about an incident during World 
War II, wherein the British had broken a Nazi code. When they 
learned that the Germans planned to attack the city of Coventry, 
they kept their knowledge of the code secret, rather than evacu- 
ate the town. They did this in the interests of preserving the war 
effort. Zack is shocked, and relieved that he isn’t faced with that 
kind of a decision. "How many lives is a secret worth?", he asks. 

A strange, crackling sound is heard. Zack explains that it is 
coming from Morden’s cell, probably a technical glitch. Sheridan 
asks him to scan the room on different frequencies. As the scan 
commences, just for a moment the Captain sees Morden sur- 
rounded by a pair of creatures. He orders Zack to stop immedi- 
ately, and as the creatures disappear, Zack asks what he saw. 
"Nothing. Shadows," he responds, then tells Zack to release 
Morden, telling him that it was all a mistake. Zack leaves as 
Sheridan takes one last look at Morden, who appears to be star- 
ing back at him. 

Later, Sheridan returns the link and PPG to Garibaldi. 
Admitting his error, he asks Garibaldi to come back. The security 
chief asks the captain if he'll listen the next time. Sheridan 
assures that there won't be a next time. As Zack comes over to 
Garibaldi, who notices him wearing the Nightwatch armband. 
Zack jokes that he’s only doing it for the extra fifty credits a 
week, an offer he can't refuse. 

Sheridan enters Kosh’s quarters. He asks the Vorlon to stop 
teaching him about mutual understanding, and that instead, he 
wants to know how to fight the Shadows. He declares that one 
day, he will go to Z’Ha’Dum. As he leaves, Kosh warns him, "If 
you go to Z’Ha’Dum, you will die." Sheridan realizes that, but says 
that he'll go down fighting, and that he won't go down alone. He 
asks Kosh once again to teach him. "Yes.," the Vorlon replies. 

“In The Shadow Of Z’Ha’Dum” was written by J. Michael 
Straczynski, produced by John Copeland, with John C. Flinn, II 
A.S.C. as Director of Photography. Pierce Macabee was played 
by Alex Hyde-White. 

summary by Dennis Bateman 


VQT ON B5 


setae for Quality Television (VQT) is a 
non profit organization which pro- 
motes shows that are endorsed by its 
members. VQT, which was originally 
formed to help save the series Designing 
Women, produce two types of rating lists: 
a monthly “Viewer Survey,” in which partic- 
ipants rate the shows they watch on a 1 
to 10 scale; an “Endorsement List,” in 
which members rate currently airing net- 
work, cable, and syndicated shows in a 
more descriptive manner. 

These lists have become important influ- 


ences in the television industry - through 
several campaigns VQT has helped to 
save shows such as Homicide: Life on the 
Streets and Party of Five. 

Though BABYLON 5 has constantly 
ranked in the top 20 in the viewer survey 
(the majority of times B5 gets a higher 
quality rating than shows like Friends, 
Lois and Clark, and both Star Trek series) 
it wasn’t until this year that the show 
had made it to the official endorsement 
ballot — previously it used to be a write-in. 
Because B5 has low viewership with 
VQT members they need more support 
from members who are aware of this 


high-quality program. 

if anyone wishes to find out more about 
VGT they can call 703/425-0075 or e- 
mail to 73072.1643@compuserve.com . 
Television viewers who want to become 
members can contribute as little as 
$10.00. A $30.00 donation will get view- 
ers newsletters, surveys and endorse- 
ment ballots. 

VQT is also in the process of setting up 
a Web site - if anyone has expertise or 
good advice that they want to share, e- 
mail to keitz@mail.erols.com. *« 


Michael Zmuda and Kathy Hruby 
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Regarding Captain Power and the Soldiers of the Future, I used to 
watch the show with my young son. Except for the cornball name 
Captain Power for a man in a power suit, and commercials every five 
minutes, I thought it was a great show. Given the short time frame 
(about 15 minutes without commercials) it was well written and more 
for adults then children. 

At the time I wondered why it was never expanded and shown at 
night as an adult show. Did Mr. Straczynski ever intend for it to be an 
adult show? 

Are there any plans in the future to revive it as an adult show? 

Margaret Choffel, Fayette, AR 


Editor’s Reply: If Captain Power were to return to TV it is most likely 
that JMS would not have anything to do with it — he had left the show 
after its first season because he felt it became a vehicle to sell tie-in toys. 
The series, which also faced pressure from several groups who felt it was 
too violent as a kids show, might be hard to get a backing because of its 
past history. Most of the other people who were involved in the series are 
now busy working on BABYLON 5 and/or Hypernauts. 


My husband and I were so excited when we learned of this newsletter. 
We have been watching BABYLON 5 since its inception. When we first 
watched the 2-hour premiere several years ago, we anxiously awaited 
the beginning of the series. We ended up as having to wait practically an 


entire year before the premiere, we never stopped talking about BS. It 
was always on our minds and we had judged after the first premiere that 
it was going to be one of the best television series ever created. We were 
wrong; it is the best series ever created in the history of television! We 
have never missed an episode (or a re-run for that matter) and we care- 
fully monitor schedule of activities to make absolutely sure that we are 
home on Saturday evenings at 8:00 p.m. to watch it. 

It is difficult to put how we feel about B5 in words; we are mesmer- 
ized by the story lines; we are intrigued by the characters; and we are 
amazed at the special effects and graphics. We think the actors are 
splendid and the writers, directors and producers are just exceptional. 
Most of all, we think J. Michael Straczynski is a genius. (and that’s not 
just because he shares the same last three letters of our surname!). 

BS is an epic on the grandest of scales containing, as I see it, the most 
impressive story designs utilizing basic human attributes to create fan- 
tastic characters and unbelievably wonderful plots. In each episode, we 
are exposed to situations that require a searching of the soul and a 
stretch of individual moral fibers to try to find answers to questions that 
mankind has been asking since the dawn of time; we are made aware of 
how evil and good can each play an essential part in the infinite and con- 
tinuously evolving universe (or should I say, an unraveling universe?); 
we experience the limitations of beings and wonder at the strength and 
courage necessary to overcome fear and anger to make the right deci- 
sions for the future well-being of every race in the galaxy. The outstand- 
ing story writing for BS goes well beyond anything we have ever seen 
before in the science fiction genre. 

Susan P. Dymerski, Pittsburgh, PA 


he Centaurian Sentinel will have a fan table at -CON 15 

- (April 12-14). In addition we would like to have some sort of 
gathering. If anyone might be interested in helping, and hanging 
out contact me before then. Bill Mumy will be one of the media 
guests, and is scheduled to perform with his guitar at the 
Saturday night Cabaret. Hope to see you there! 

Speaking of Bill, Space Cases has premiered this month on the 
Nickelodeon cable network (9:00 pm Saturdays in the US). Bill 
has collaborated with Peter David on this sci-fi series for young 
fans. Space Cases is sure to have many jokes/references to BS 
(i.e. one of the main characters is named Harlan, a teddy bear 
g floating in space). 

Hypernauts is another sci-fi kids show that has premiered this month 
on the ABC network (Saturdays 10:00 am). This series has many B5 
influences (see issue #17). 

Cinefantastic’s April issue lists their choice of science fiction’s top 50 
powerful people. Doug Netter and J. Michael Straczynsky (sic) were list- 
ed at number 35. 

Earlier this month on Genie JMS commented on what the chances 
of doing a second version of “The Gathering” are. “Re: re-editing the 
pilot . . . John and | figured it'd cost about $150,000 to do it, plus 
rescoring it since the music cues wouldn't be paced the same any more, 
edit bay time, recutting the negative, residuals, other stuff. Odds are 
small that we'll ever get the money from WB to do that - “We paid you 
to do it right the first time,” they'd say, and frankly, they'd be right in say- 
ing that - so we'd have to have that kind of money to burn, and we don't. 
So it’s one of those long-term “wouldn't it be cool” goals.” 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
WANTED 


Sound Source Interactive, the people who are responsible for the BS 
limited edition CD-ROM entertainment utility, and Babylonian Productions 
are promoting a major contest on TV and in publications to coincide with 
the rerelease of the CD-ROM in April. The grand prize is a trip for two to 
Hollywood, including a visit to the B5 sets and a chance to appear as an 
alien extra in an episode. In addition B5 CD-ROMs will be given away to 
2,000 first prize winners. To enter watch B5 from March 25 to April 
22, or visit the B5 Web sites: http: //www.tv.warnerbros.com/baby- 
lon5; America Online keyword “Babylon 5”. 

The fifth BS novel, “The Touch of Your Shadow, the Whisper of Your 
Name”, by Neal Barrett, Jr., is currently available in bookstores. 


EPISODE SCHEDULE: (R)=repeat, date is week showing 
3/11 There All The Honor Lies (R) 
3/18 And Now For A Word (R) 
3/25 In The Shadow Of Z’Ha’Dum (R) 
4/1 Severed Dreams 
4/8 Ceremonies Of Light And Dark 
4/15 Sic Transit Vir 
4/22 A Late Delivery From Avalon (w/Michael York) 
4/29 Ship Of Tears (w/Walter Koenig) 
5/6 Interludes And Examinations 
5/13 War Without End: Part One (w/Michael O'Hare) 
5/20 War Without End: Part Two 


Happy Birthday Richard Biggs (March 18)! * Myki 


| CAPTAIN POWER AND THE SOLDIERS OF THE FUTURE VIDEOS WANTED! | would be interested in obtaining copies if anyone has them. Contact: 


Margaret Choffel, 302 W. Prospect, Fayetteville, AK 72701. 


WANTED: PRESSKITS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF B5; cast in B5 environment; and, outside (reality) of B5, especially Claudia Christian and Andrea 
Thompson. Contact: K.D. DuBose, 4600 South Four Mile Run Drive, Suite 522, Arlington, VA 22204; kdubose771 @aol.com . 


| AM URGENTLY TRYING TO FIND THE PILOT EPISODE AND COPIES OF THE FIRST SEASON! Can anybody help? Contact: Dave Kish, 5736 Lonsear 


Road, Ottawa Lake, MI 49267. 


LOOKING FOR PENPALS: I’m 28 years old and like B5, all Star Treks, Doctor Who, Star Wars, Enya, Clannad, Irish, Celtic, New Age and Rock Music, sandals, 
and British humor. Write or call me at 1-205/841-3333 anytime after 3:30 CST. David K. Robinson, 2413 Walker Chapel Road, Fultondale, AL 35068-1512 


